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This newsletter provides an overview of the concepts your child will be working on this trimester.  

It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home.  Please feel free to contact your 

child’s teacher with any questions.    

 
Reading  
At school, students will… 

 retell the text using details and examples. 

 draw conclusions from the text. 

 describe a character, setting, or event in a 

story, using specific details from the text. 

 determine the main idea or theme of a text. 

 read smoothly with accuracy and expression. 

 actively participate in literature discussion 

groups, deepening their comprehension of 

various texts.      

 read and comprehend grade level texts or 

above texts. 

**Example provided on next page** 

At home, you can… 
 be sure your child is reading books that are 

appropriate for their level of development. 

 set aside quiet time for your child to read 

daily. 

 ask your child to describe characters, settings, 

or events. 

 ask questions to encourage deeper. 

understanding (see next page for examples) 

 encourage your child to write about their 

reading. 

 

Writing  
At school, students will… 

 write narrative stories that include  

            characters, a logical sequence of events, and   

            a conclusion. 

 use dialogue and description. 

 consider the purpose and audience when 

developing and organizing their writing 

 plan, revise, and edit their writing with 

            support from peers and adults. 
 

At home, you can… 
 encourage your child to keep a personal journal 

or diary. 

 involve your child in authentic writing 

experiences, such as writing letters to friends 

or family members. 

 have your child read aloud what he/she wrote. 

 check for accurate spelling of common words. 
 

Math 
At school, students will… 

 use grade-level vocabulary and problem-solving 

strategies. 

 use and understand place value to compare, 

round and write numbers, including decimals. 

 add and subtract numbers, including decimals 

and fractions. 

 add and subtract fractions, including mixed 

numbers. 

 

At home, you can… 
 discuss your child’s thinking (Ex: “How did you 

solve this problem? How do you know it makes 
sense?”) 

 study basic math facts (+,-,x ÷) 

 check for place value understanding by asking 

the number value within a decimal. 

 practice finding common denominators by listing 

multiples (Ex: 18: 1,2,3,6,9,18).  

Website suggestion: 
*http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.illustrationsof.com/royalty-free-rocket-clipart-illustration-1101785.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.illustrationsof.com/1101785-royalty-free-rocket-clipart-illustration&h=420&w=400&tbnid=vLTsx9UxExqXWM:&zoom=1&docid=yM_lyRfI5ondRM&ei=4s_0U5DaOda2yASn5IKoBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCAQMygYMBg4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1347&page=4&start=96&ndsp=39
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm


 
General Conversation Starters after your child reads the text: 
 

Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

What do you think would happen if… 

What do you think will happen next?  Why do you think this? 

How are the characters feeling? Why? 

What is the main idea of the story? Author’s message? 

Can you sequence the events in the story? 

 

 
Sample of grade-level text for beginning of 5th grade: 
  



 
Sample of a Fifth-grade Writing Piece: 
 

Big Sister 

“Hurry up you guys, you’ll be late for school!” called Mom.  We ran downstairs and ate our 

breakfast. I was eating my favorite VERY sweet cereal, and Sara was having eggs. When I got up to 

wash my bowl, mom said, “You know you need to be careful today when you’re walking Sara to 

school. It’s your job to make sure she gets there O.K.” Then she gave me a very serious look. I 

thought to myself, I wonder why Mom is making such a big deal out of this?  It’s Sara’s first day of 

Kindergarten, but I can do it. I wish Mom wouldn’t treat me like such a baby. 

“Goodbye, Mom!” Sara yelled. She ran out the door, and I went behind her. 

“Be careful!” my mom yelled. 

“I will!” I said back and I ran outside. Sara was skipping down the front walkway to the 

sidewalk. 

I grabbed Sara’s hand. “Are you excited for your first day of school?” I asked, trying to sound 

like a grown-up. Sara smiled and nodded her head yes. Meanwhile, my mom was staring at us from 

the window. “When will she stop treating me like a little kid?” I thought. 

“I’ll show you the way,” I said. I felt proud to be the older sister.  We walked past beautiful 

gardens and big, leafy trees. Suddenly, I heard a growl and saw a dog walking towards us. He was 

big and fierce looking, with long sharp teeth. “GRRRR!!!” the dog growled. I didn’t see its owner or 

anyone who could help us. My hand became sweaty and Sara stopped walking. “I’m scared, Julie,” 

she said. I didn’t want her to be scared. I wanted to seem brave. “Everything will be okay,” I said. I 

was trying to make my voice sound calm. 

“GRRRR!!!” The dog stepped closer and we could see it was the size of a small horse—with 

red eyes and sharp teeth. 

“Be brave, be brave,” I thought to myself. I grabbed Sara’s hand and shouted: “RUN!” 

We took off down the sidewalk as fast as we could. I could hear Sara breathing hard. I looked 

back, and I saw the dog coming behind us. 

“Come on,” I said. I wanted to make Sara go oven faster. I thought, “Please let us make it. 

Please let us make it.” Then we saw the bright red door of the school. Mrs. Crowley held it open as 

we threw ourselves inside, then we bent over and tried get our breathing back to normal. 

“We made it!” I said to Sara, giving her a high-five.  Then I said, “Let’s not tell mom, about this, 

okay? I think we’ll go to school a different way tomorrow.” 


